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ABSTRACT: A Gaddi goat with the history of straining and unable to deliver the fetus was presented in the clinics of the 
college. On clinical examination, right side post cervical torsion was diagnosed and correction of uterine torsion was done 
using small plank. Following correction, one dead male kid showing fetal mummification was removed manually. 
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Uterine torsion is twisting of uterus on its longitudinal 
axis. It is observed in almost in all species but more 
common in cattle and very less common in sheep and 
goat (Noakes et al. 2009). The dystocia due to uterine 
torsion is occasional in small ruminants and reported in 
few cases of kidding (Sharma ef al. 2004, Sathiamoorthy 
et al. 2010, Bacha et al. 2015), lambing (Alagari et al. 
2017) and accounts for only 1.8 percent of etiological 
factors in goats (Ali 2011). It is more common in doe 
having single pregnancy than twin pregnancy (Noakes 
et al. 2009). In general, management procedures involve 
simple rolling and/or caesarean section. Uterine torsion 
in cattle if occurs during early stage of gestation can cause 
death of the foetus inside the uterus and can lead to foetal 
mummification (Moore and Richardson 1995), but no 
record of foetal mummification due to uterine torsion has 
been reported in goats. 

The present communication discusses a correction of 
uterine torsion in a goat by using a small plank (Modified 
Schaffer’s method) and successful per vaginal delivery 
of mummified foetus. 


Case history and Observations 

A 1.5 years old primiparous Gaddi goat of about 
4.5 months of pregnancy was brought with the history of 
straining for last 8 hours. No discharge was observed by 
the owner. No much history of the animal was known as 
she was maintained in Gaddi shepherd flock. On physical 
examination, animal was lethargic and was not taking 
feed for last 12 hours. Pervaginal examination revealed 


a right side twist in vagina. The case was diagnosed as 
maternal dystocia due to right side post cervical uterine 
torsion. The case was previously handled by local 
pharmacist and animal was treated with 
Inj. Dexamethasone and Inj. Epidosin. 


Treatment and Discussion 

As animal was diagnosed as a case of right side uterine 
torsion, so it was casted on right lateral recumbency with 
both the forelegs and hind legs were held separately. 
A small wooden plank (3 feet long and 0.5 foot wide) 
was placed over the flank region in order to fix the foetus 
in uterus externally. Then the animal was slowly rolled 
towards the same side of torsion. After giving single roll 
torsion relieved. The cervix was fully dilated and foetus 
was palpable in breech presentation. A dead mummified 
male kid (Fig. 1) was delivered by traction after 
correction. After delivery, goat was treated with 
Inj. Dextrose Normal Saline 250ml and Ringer Lactate 
250ml by i.v route, inj. Oxytocin 40 LU., Inj. Meloxicam 
1.5 ml @ 0.2 mg /kg body weight and Inj. Enrofloxacin 
5m! @ 7.5 mg /kg body weight by intramuscular route. 

The low incidence of uterine torsion in goats might be 
due to difference in the attachment of mesometrium at 
sub-lumbar rather than sub-ilial. The occurrence of uterine 
torsion is mainly during early part of second stage of 
labor or in the late part of the first stage of labor 
(Arthur et al. 2001) but rarely it may occur in mid 
gestation (Robert 1971) and can become a reason of fetal 
mummification in animals like cow (Robert 1971, Moore 
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Fig. 1. Mummified Gaddi kid. 


and Richarson 1995). Few reports of fetal mummification 
have been reported in goat (Tutt 1997, Lefebvre 2015) 
but no case of fetal mummification has been reported till 
date due to uterine torsion in Doe. In present case, uterine 
torsion which might have occurred during mid gestation 
remained unnoticed as the Gaddi doe was maintained by 
the shepherd in flock. Fetal death in uterus may not be 
accompanied with luteolysis and the changes presented 
in fetus were sunken eyeball, dry body with slight change 
in colour and shrunken placenta (Fig. 1). 


REFERENCES 


Alagari S, Prakash S, Selvaraju M, Ravikumar K, Manokaran 
S (2017) Papyraceous Mummification leading to dystocia of a 
normal fetus in a Mecheri ewe. Indian J Anim Reprod 38(1): 
62-63. 


Ali MAH (2011) Causes and Management of Dystocia in 
Small Ruminants In Saudi Arabia. J Agric Vet Sci 4(2): 95- 
108. 


Arthur GH, Noakes DE, Pearson H (2001) Arthur’s 
Veterinary Reproduction and Obstetrics, 8" edn., W.B. Saunders 
Company, Philadelphia. 221. 


Bacha B, Biswal SS, Balasubramanian S, Das AK, 
Mageswari U, Joseph C (2015) Correction of uterine torsion 
using modified Schaffer’s method in a goat. Int J Livest Res 
5(1): 36-38. 


Lefebvre RC (2015) Fetal mummication in the major 
domestic species: current perspectives on causes and 
management. Vet Med Res Rep 6: 233-244. 


Moore AA, Richardson GF (1995) Uterine torsion and fetal 
mummification in a cow. Can Vet J 36: 705-706. 


Noakes DE, Parkinson TJ, England GCW (2009) Maternal 
dystocia: Causes and Treatment. In Veterinary Reproduction 
and Obstetrics, 9" edn., W.B.Saunders Company, Philadelphia. 
235-240. 


Roberts SJ (1971) Veterinary Obstetrics and Genital diseases, 
2™ edn., CBS Publishers, New Delhi, India. 186-189. 


Sathiamoorthy T, Thirumurugan K, Raja S, Asokan SA 
(2010) Successful correction of uterine torsion using Schaffer’s 
method in a goat. Indian J Field Vet 6(2): 35-36. 


Sharma A, Singh MM, Thakur S, Mishra S and Vasishta NK 
(2004) Successful treatment of uterine torsion in goat: A case 
report. Intas Polivet 5(2): 296. 


Tutt CL (1997) Postpartum mummification of a co-twin fetus 
in a Cameroon dwarf goat doe. Vet Rec 140: 229-231. 


*Cite this article as: KumarP, Saini P, Thakur A, SinghM, Sharma A (2017) Arare case of foetal mummification in a Gaddi doe 


due to uterine torsion. Explor Anim Med Res 7(2): 223-224. 


224 


